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Description
Explores the dynamic constructions and applications of the concept of ‘tradition’ that occurred within the South
Asian context during the ancient and pre-colonial periods.

Boundaries, Dynamics and Construction of Traditions in South Asia explores the dynamic constructions and applications of
the concept of ‘tradition’ that occurred within the South Asian context during the ancient and pre-colonial periods. This collection of
essays features a significant selection of the specialized fields of knowledge that have shaped classical South Asian intellectual
history, and the aim of this volume is to offer a stimulating anthology of papers on the different and complex processes employed
during the ‘invention’, construction, preservation and renewal of a given tradition.

Readership: Sanskritists and buddhologists; students and scholars of ancient Indian religions, history and literature; students and
scholars of South and Central Asia; cultural and social anthropologists; literary theorists; and historians of religions.
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sruti smrt, and the Sanskrit Discourse of Power’; Johannes Bronkhorst, ‘The Reliability of Tradition’; Timothy Lubin, ‘The
Transmission, Patronage, and Prestige of Brahmanical Piety from the Mauryas to the Guptas’; III. How to Produce, Construct and
Legitimate a Tradition; Alf Hiltebeitel, ‘Buddhism and the Mahabharata. Boundaries and Construction of Tradition’; Laurie L. Patton,
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Rahasyatrayasara; Christopher Minkowski, ‘What Makes a Work ‘Traditional? On the Success of Nilakantha's Mahabharata
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Boundaries; Federico Squarcini, ‘Traditions against Tradition. Criticism, Dissent and the Struggle for the Semiotic Primacy of
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Development of Ritual Suicide from Religious Act to Political Statement’; VI. Thinking about Traditions in South Asia Today; Christoph
Emmrich, ‘When Two Strong Men Stand Face to Face. The Indologist, the Pandit and the Re-Making of the Jaina Scholarly Tradition’;
Bruno Lo Turco, ‘Evaluation or Dialogue? A Brief Reflection on the Understanding of the Indian Tradition of Debate’; Fernando Tola,
Carmen Dragonetti, ‘Unity in Diversity: Indian and Western Philosophical Traditions’
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