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A study of how today’s liberal democratic regimes are increasingly moving towards a pronounced focus on 

political leaders and their image.

‘[The authors’] clear articulation of what leader democracy entails, and their success at finding the analytic foundations for the 

study of democratic leaders in the work of Weber and Schumpeter, mean that this book provides the essential theoretical basis for 

empirical studies.’ —Richard Lachmann, ‘Sociologia’

In today’s liberal democracies, does the political process focus on the people, or on the political leaders representing them? Building 

upon the ideas of Joseph Schumpeter and Max Weber, ‘Toward Leader Democracy’ argues that we are currently seeing a movement 

toward an increasingly pronounced focus on political leaders – ‘leader democracy’. This form of democracy is fashioned by the 

political will, determination and commitment of top politicians, and is exercised through elite persuasion that actively shapes the 

preferences of voters so as to give meaning to political processes. As the text reveals, this marks a definite evolution within the 

world’s ‘advanced democracies’: democratic representation is today realised increasingly through active political leadership, as 

opposed to the former practices of statistically ‘mirroring’ constituencies, or the deliberative self-adjustment of the executive to 

match citizen preferences.

Readership

This book will serve primarily academics in social sciences and philosophy, as well as the informed non-academic public interested in 

current political trends.
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