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A study of the ‘sentimental’ in Dickens’s novels, placing it in the context of the eighteenth-century tradition of
Fielding, Richardson, Sterne, Goldsmith, Sheridan and Lamb.

TA] challenging study of this vexed literary mode [...] [O]ne of the many strengths of this book is [Purton’s] detailed and
discriminating discussion of the genealogy of Dickens’s sentimentalism in eighteenth-century literary practices.” —Malcom

Andrews, The Dickensian’

‘Purton draws upon an impressive array of eighteenth-century texts to explore how Dickens’ own definition of sentimentality was
defined and informed by his readings and “mis-readings” of these works [... and] convincingly argues that while eighteenth-
century sentimentalism was closely bound up with anarchic humour and earthly concerns, Dickens’ sentimentalism is an attempt
to deny the physical in order to present all human experience in spiritual terms. [...] Purton rattles through Dickens’ work at a
swift pace. Each selected example is illuminating [...] The clear and elegant prose and logical and perceptive analysis makes the

book appealing and accessible to scholars and students alike.” —Katherine Faulkner, ‘The History of Emotions Blog’

‘In “Dickens and the Sentimental Tradition”, Valerie Purton persuasively demonstrates that we read too narrowly and do a
disservice to Dickens and to our own reading experience when we dismiss sentimental scenes without employing our critical
faculties. [...] Purton’s study offers a rich context for understanding the sentimental tradition and provides a wealth of intelligent,
perceptive readings. [This is] an extremely intelligent and well-researched analysis of Dickens’s transformation of the sentimental
tradition.” —Natalie McKnight, ‘Dickens Quarterly’

‘Dickens and the Sentimental Tradition’ is a timely study of the ‘sentimental’ in Dickens’s novels, which re-evaluates his presentation

of emotion as part of a complex literary tradition that enables him to critique nineteenth-century society.

Contents

Introduction; Chapter 1: Dickens and the Sentimentalist Tradition; Chapter 2: Sentimentalism and its Discontents in the Eighteenth-Century Novel: Fielding,
Richardson and Sterne; Chapter 3: Sentimentalism and its Discontents in Eighteenth-Century Drama: Goldsmith and Sheridan; Chapter 4: Dickens and Nineteenth-
Century Drama; Chapter 5: The Early Novels and ‘The Vicar of Wakefield’; Chapter 6: The Later Novels; Conclusion: The Afterlife of Sentimentalism

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

Valerie Purton is Reader in Victorian Literature at Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge.

Ordering in the UK/Rest of the World Ordering in North America
Marston Book Services Books International
P.O. Box 269, Abingdon, Oxfordshire P.0. Box 605, Herndon, VA
0X14 4YN, United Kingdom 20172-0605 United States
Tel: +44 (0)1235 465577 | Fax: +44 (0)1235 465556 Tel: +1 703 661 1570 | Fax: +1 703 661 1501
direct.orders@marston.co.uk | trade.orders@marston.co.uk bimail@presswarehouse.com

75-76 Blackfriars Road | London SE1 8HA | United Kingdom | Tel: +44 (0)20 7401 4200 | Fax: +44 (0)20 7401 4225
244 Madison Ave. #116 | New York | NY 10016 | United States | Tel: +1 646 736 7908 | Fax: +1 646 839 2934
info@anthempress.com | sales@anthempress.com | publicity@anthempress.com | www.anthempress.com



