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The first book in a decade to look in-depth at transformations in contemporary Bulgaria, tackling the neglected 

issue of globalization in rural contexts.

‘This volume provides impressive evidence that today even in a peripheral country like Bulgaria the village is fully exposed to the dynamics of globalization and 

Europeanization. The book presents profound insights on the effects of these processes on villages and everyday lives.’ —Klaus Roth, LMU Munich

‘Villages in the Balkans are often portrayed as places of tradition. This illuminating volume proves that such an assertion is totally off the mark, showing the 

transformative and multidimensional impact of globalization on the postsocialist village. This is a timely book on the ambiguities of rural life in one of Europe’s 

poorest countries.’ —Ulf Brunnbauer, Institute for East and Southeast European Studies, Regensburg

‘A fascinating exploration of rural change in Bulgaria, vividly portraying the interconnected challenges of globalization, modernization and postsocialist 

transition. This important collection highlights a too-often overlooked part of the rural world and is a valuable corrective to the over-emphasis on anglophone 

experiences in rural studies.’ —Michael Woods, Aberystwyth University

This book explores the multiple effects of globalization on urban and rural communities, providing anthropological case studies from postsocialist Bulgaria. As 

globalization has been studied largely in urban contexts, the aim of this volume is to shift attention to the under-examined countryside and analyse how transnational 

links are transforming relations between cities, towns and villages. The volume also challenges undifferentiated notions of ‘the countryside’, calling for an awareness 

of rural economic and social disparities which are often only associated with urban environments. The work focuses on how the ‘urban’ and ‘rural’ have been 

reconfigured following the end of socialism and the advent of globalization, in socioeconomic, as well as political, ideological and cultural terms.
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