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An important empirical and ethnographic contribution to the anthropological understanding of the localized 

dynamics of India’s new land wars

‘Nielsen’s ethnographic analysis sheds light on the micro-politics of caste, class, gender and leadership that are all too often 

neglected in the studies of land protests.’ 

—Lucia Michelutti, Reader in Anthropology, University College London, UK

‘Land Dispossession and Everyday Politics in Rural Eastern India deals with […] the question of land in the agenda of collective 

politics. […] The book is enriched with the creative tension between the pulls of analysis flowing from political economy and those of 

an ethnographic understanding of politics.’ 

—Ranabir Samaddar, Director, Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group, Kolkata, India

‘Kenneth Bo Nielsen provides a close, careful analysis of the Singur story […]. For those who want to understand how land wars can 

make or break governments and the dominant models of economic growth that they promote, this book is highly recommended.’ 

—Amita Baviskar, Professor of Sociology, Institute of Economic Growth, Delhi, India

‘Land Dispossession and Everyday Politics in Rural Eastern India’ analyses the political mobilization of farmers in Singur, West 

Bengal, in defence of their farmland. By foregrounding the everyday politics of popular mobilization, the book sheds new light on the 

internal politics of one of India’s most talked-about new land wars.
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