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“‘Quinqui’ Film in Spain examines the film production of the Spanish transition to democracy that focussed on the marginalized 

subjects referred to as “Quinquis” (delinquents, drug-addicts, young criminals). The book does an outstanding job of editing and 

selecting very interesting original works related to different aspects of this low-budget genre. […] Together with its predecessor, 

Fuera de la ley: Asedios al fenómeno quinqui en la transición Española (2015), this work makes a significant contribution to our 

understanding of the emergence of democracy in the latter half of twentieth-century Spain.” —Cristina Moreiras-Menor, Professor of 

Spanish &Women’s Studies, University of Michigan, USA

"Quinqui” Film in Spain focuses on films of the so-called Quinqui genre that became popular during the uncertain transitional period 

in Spain when the nation moved from a dictatorship to a democracy. The genre refers to films created during the 1970s and 1980s 

depicting the lives of young criminals from the outskirts of Spanish cities. The Quinqui films, produced and released on shoestring 

budgets, were nonetheless immensely popular, although never fully considered as part of the national film production in academic 

circles due to their “B-Series,” or low quality, nature. These films encapsulated many of the concerns that Spaniards were facing 

(unemployment, class conflict and disparity, wild economic growth, increasing violence and crime, drugs and so on) and 

consequently they had an impact on social, cultural and emotional levels in the reborn country. In addition to recent interest in these 

films as cultural products, “Quinqui” Film in Spain presents a thorough and multi-perspective analysis of the implications for society 

that these films reveal, clarifying both the Spanish filmic panorama as well as the canon, and the socio-political situation in a country 

that was going through one of the most controversial and tumultuous times of its contemporary history.

About the Editor

Jorge González del Pozo, full professor of Spanish at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, USA, has been teaching Spanish 

literature, film, culture and language from 2007. His work on Spanish contemporary literary criticism, Spanish film and history of 

Spanish film has appeared in Iberoamericana, Hispanic Studies Review and Hispanic Research Journal among others. González del 

Pozo has published and coordinated several edited volumes on Pedro Almodóvar’s films as also a panoramic compilation on foreign 

travelers through Castile and its representation.
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