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A study of the political and social milieu that informs William Congreve’s writings

William Congreve was deeply involved in the events of his turbulent times. That involvement reveals itself in works which have
sometimes been regarded as entirely unengaged with the realities of his society. This book attempts to read Congreve’s plays and his
novella, Incognita, against the political and social upheaval of the period initiated by the rebellion of 1688. A strong supporter of the

new world ushered in by William III and Mary, Congreve fought against the reactionary politics of the Jacobite opposition.
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