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Introduces the theory of pole kinetics, a practical framework linking cultural values and institutional reform to

help developing economies achieve innovative, sustainable, and irreversible growth in the transition to

knowledge-based development.

The most pressing challenge for countries with developing or transitional economies is how to make their economies more

innovative, creative, and sustainable. For most politicians and the economists advising them, this problem feels dauntingly

complex—every social system is unique and difficult to predict. The path forward is rarely straightforward, and outcomes have long

depended heavily on the leaders’ instincts and fortune.

Patterns found at the intersection of economics and culture hold the key to making development manageable, irreversible, and

sustainable. These include building reliable measurement systems, dismantling outdated “ritual” institutions, and replacing them

with ones that work. The book also addresses the uncomfortable question of why adopting the best international practices has never

resulted in a breakthrough for any developing country, and what needs to change. Economic “miracles” are no longer miraculous.

This theory gives nations the tools and understanding to achieve them. All that remains is the willpower to act.
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