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Examines the spatial dynamics, political, economic, cultural, and environmental dimensions of empire through a
core—periphery model, drawing on diverse imperial histories to explain how the expansion and contraction of

empires have shaped the modern world

Empires emanate out from a central core and expand by incorporating territory and peoples in a political and economic arrangement
that favors the core. Core and periphery: using this simple model, the book brings together, in an accessible narrative, a wide variety
of historical examples to reveal the territorial organization of Empire. Drawing on empires through time and across the globe, the

unique focus of the book allows a greater understanding of Empire as a spatial phenomenon.

Readership

Those with an interest in world history, the historical geography of empires, and how the imperial past shapes the contemporary

present.

Key selling points

Clear, concise prose
Accessible and authoritative
Uses simple model to explain the complexity of Empire

Draws on fascinating examples from classical to modern empires

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

John Rennie Short is emeritus professor in the School of Public Policy at the University of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC).

He has published over 60 books and numerous articles in academic journals, and his work has been translated into twelve languages.
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