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William Congreve was deeply involved in the events of his turbulent times. That involvement reveals itself in works which have

sometimes been regarded as entirely unengaged with the realities of his society. This book attempts to read Congreve’s plays and his

novella, Incognita, against the political and social upheaval of the period initiated by the rebellion of 1688. A strong supporter of the

new world ushered in by William III and Mary, Congreve fought against the reactionary politics of the Jacobite opposition.

Contents

Acknowledgements; List of illustrations; Foreword; Chapter 1, The politics of love, marriage and scandal in Congreve’s world; 

Chapter 2, Incognita and some problems in morality and epistemology; Chapter 3, The “fashionable cutt of the town” and William 

Congreve’s The Old Batchelor; Chapter 4, Political and moral double-dealing in Congreve’s The Double Dealer; Chapter 5, Foresight 

in the stars and scandal in London: Reading the hieroglyphics in Congreve’s Love for Love; Chapter 6, The failure of perception in 

Congreve’s The Mourning Bride; Chapter 7, Politics and Congreve’s The Way of the World; Afterword; Works Cited; Index.

About the Author

Maximillian Novak is a research professor at the University of California Los Angeles and has published widely on the literature of 

the Restoration and eighteenth century.

Ordering in North America, Latin America 

and Caribbean

Ingram Publishers Services (US)

1 Ingram Blvd. Mail stop

#512 Lavergne, TN 37086, United States

Tel: +1 866 400 5351

ips@ingramcontent.com

 

Ordering in the UK/Rest of the World

Ingram Publishers Services (UK)

1 Deltic Avenue, Rooksley

Milton Keynes, MK13 8LD

United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0) 1752 202300 | Fax: 01752 202330

IPSUK.Orders@ingramcontent.com

Ordering in Australia

NewSouth Books

C/O Alliance Distribution Services (ADS)

9 Pioneer Avenue

Tuggerah 2259 NSW, Australia

Tel: +61 (02) 4390 1300 | Fax: +1800-66-44-77

adscs@alliancedist.com.au

75-76 Blackfriars Road | London SE1 8HA | United Kingdom | Tel: +44 (0)20 7193 7371

244 Madison Ave. #116 | New York | NY 10016 | United States | Tel: +1 646 736 7908

info@anthempress.com | sales@anthempress.com | publicity@anthempress.com | www.anthempress.com

ANTHEM PRESS INFORMATION SHEET


