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A romantic fantasy, the book traces the family and social history of Scotland, with focus on Edinburgh, exposing

the stark realityof class divisions in Scottish culture.

This work is both a family history and a social history of Scotland seen against a city, Edinburgh, acity that to this day is soured by
class divisions. In tracing the family back several centuries, the book embeds their lives into the larger forces shaping the Scottish
culture, climaxing in the creation of the New Town of Edinburgh — one of the eighteenth and nineteenth century’s extravagant
romantic fantasies. The New Town produced a reality, shaped by the leaders of the Scottish Enlightenment, which gave identity to a

capital of a nation in name only, after the closing of the Scottish parliament with the Union of the Crowns in 1707.

Readership

This book is meant broadly for those interested in Scottish history and specifically for social historians, architects and city planners.

Contents

Prologue; I Poverty, Filth and Bondage; II Ambition; IIl The New Town of Edinburgh.;IVThe New Society; V Building
Status; VI The Other New Town; VII Into The Twentieth Century; VIII Reflections; VIII Methods and Sources; Bibliography
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Alan Balfour is an author and architect. His most recent work, The Walls of Jerusalem, Preserving the Past Controlling the Future,
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