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This book is a collection of thirty-five opinion pieces, essays, and poems written by a prominent academic
commentator on a wide variety of U.S. public policy topics. The opinions are highly-informed, tough-minded, and

solution-oriented, reflecting a moderate, implementable approach to policy solutions.

The book collects almost thirty-five opinion pieces, essays, and two poems by the author on a wide variety of public policy topics
written and published between 2006 and 2022. The author, a self-described “militant moderate,” draws on his participation in many
public debates. The articles are grouped into six, topical groupings that range widely: the growing need for moderate voices in policy
debates; the nature of American exceptionalism; the challenge of civic discourse; the depredations of the Trump years; and policies

concerning immigration, citizenship, and refugees.

Readership

The writing is aimed at the college-educated reader who craves a balanced view of prominent public issues informed by a probing,

moderate mind devoted to finding sound, implementable solutions.

Contents

Part 1: Preface and Part 1; Part 2: American Exceptionalism; Part 3: Civic Discourse; Part 4: The Misbegotten Trump Presidency;
Part 5: Campus Follies; Part 6: Immigrants, Citizens, and Refugees
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