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Explains how Louis XIV of France uniquely preserved and even expanded his realm by pursuing peace from a

position of strength, unlike other modern hegemons who fought to exhaustion, often triggering stronger opposing

coalitions

This book explains how Louis XIV survived his bid for European hegemony unscathed while other aspiring hegemons in modern

history suffered catastrophic defeats. It argues that Louis employed a powerful coalition-breaking strategy unique to him and lays out

the implications of Louis XIV’s unique case for today’s security competitions.

Readership

The book should appeal to international relations and international security scholars and graduate students, Western and Asian

policymakers, and historians of modern Europe and France.

Key selling points

Explains how Louis survived his bid for European hegemony unscathed

Discusses France’s Louis XIV and his wars as an anomaly for neorealist theory

Brings back to the forefront the overlooked case of Louis XIV France

Offers policy recommendations for current international security and war termination
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