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Examines episodes of philosophical embarrassment, highlighting how Hume, Wittgenstein, and others grappled

with critiques that undermined philosophy’s foundations, leading to redefinitions of its aims and cautionary

responses to scientism and self-deception

This book explores moments of philosophical embarrassment, focusing on Hume and Wittgenstein, who recognized how their

critiques challenged the very foundations of philosophy. It examines how figures like the Vienna Circle and Quine redefined

philosophy’s aims and how the later Wittgenstein warned against the pitfalls of scientism and self-deception.

Key selling points

Explores the concept and spells out the implications for philosophical method and warns against the pitfalls of scientism and self-

deception

Engages the topic of embarrassment—a rarely examined topic in the history philosophy—through the writings of such influential

figures as Rousseau, Hume, Darwin, and Wittgenstein

Presents a factual and descriptive study and gives reliable guidance for readers and librarians and booksellers
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