
   Excavating the Castle

Early Examples of the Gothic Concept and a Lost Tradition of Gothic

Studies, 1814 – 1921
By Joshua B. Tuttle

Pub Date: 05 May 2026

Binding: Hardback

Price:  £80.00 /  $110.00  

ISBN: 9781839998072

BISAC CATEGORY: LITERARY CRITICISM /

Gothic & Romance LITERARY CRITICISM /

Horror & Supernatural, LANGUAGE ARTS &

DISCIPLINES / Library & Information Science /

General

BISAC CODE: LIT004180

BIC CODE:

Extent: 200 pages

Size: 153 x 229 mm /

6 x 9 inches

RIGHTS

Exclusive: WORLD

Series: Anthem Studies in Gothic Literature

Investigates Gothic’s place in English literary history from 1814 to 1921, revealing its earlier and deeper

integration into the selective tradition than previously recognized, and challenging long-held assumptions in

Gothic studies and literary historiography

Excavating the Castle demonstrates that the serious and respectable historiography of the Gothic begins not in 1921 but in the early

nineteenth century and that the Gothic concept crystallized more than half a century earlier than historians of the Gothic had realized

previously. 

Key selling points

Reveals a previously unrecognized tradition of respectable appreciation for the Gothic novel

Demonstrates the way previously under-studied classes of knowledge products such as general and specialized encyclopedias affected

the development of the historiography of the Gothic

Theorizes a model of literary history investigation filling a gap between the view from above (“distant reading,” à la Moretti) and the

view from below (minute attention to accounts of individual common readers, à la Jonathan Rose): attending to consolidation points

Formulates new questions about the ways in which we come to understand the past
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