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Presents the first in-depth study of contemporary English-language Pakistani women’s fiction, exploring how
female authors use narrative to critique patriarchal norms and Western stereotypes through spatial and

emotional portrayals of women's everyday lives

Filling a gap in the field of research on English-language Pakistani narratives, Nation, City, Household is the first monographic study
of contemporary Pakistani women’s writing. It sees fiction written by Pakistani female authors as a form of discursive agency that
challenges both local patriarchal structures and Western representations that often portray Muslim women as voiceless and
powerless. Adopting a spatial and affective perspective, it analyses a corpus of novels with strong female protagonists and asks how
they depict articulations of women’s relationship to the everyday experiences of nation, city and household. The study highlights how
the agentivity of the characters conveys social criticism of intersectional dynamics of power and presents positive female models to

both Pakistani and international audiences.

Key selling points

o It can be sold to individuals and institutions with different academic interests, as its content intersects various fields of study
(Anglophone and postcolonial literatures, gender and cultural studies, area studies on South Asia, studies on Muslim societies

and Pakistan studies).
o The simple writing style makes the book easily accessible to students.
e It can be part of university curricula because it is a comprehensive introduction to a specific field of studies.

o It has no direct ‘competitors’. It addresses a research gap by exploring themes that are related to but do not overlap with already
published studies on Pakistani literature in English and on Urdu writings (including Amina Yaqin’s work published by Anthem
Press).

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

Daniela Vitolo is post-doctoral researcher and lecturer of English literature at the University of Naples “L’Orientale”
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