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Explores Nicola Caputi’s scientific writings to reveal how his studies of tarantism, local flora, and environmental

health exemplify the integration of local observation and experimental practice within early eighteenth-century

scientific culture in the Kingdom of Naples.

This book examines the writings of Nicola Caputi (1696–1761), a Salentine physician and member of the Neapolitan Academy of

Sciences, situating his work on tarantism, natural history, and wonders within the broader European culture of early modern science

and exploration of singular phenomena. ”

Key selling points

Presents the first monograph dedicated to Nicola Caputi, a physician whose writings illuminate the role of local expertise in early

modern science

Bridges natural philosophy, medical practice (including music therapy), and cultural knowledge through the study of wonders and

singular phenomena

Offers a new perspective on early eighteenth-century Neapolitan scientific culture by emphasizing situated science and the epistemic

authority of testimony Contributes to broader debates on center–periphery dynamics in the European Republic of Letters 

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

Manuel De Carli (PhD) is a chercheur associé at the Centre d’Études Supérieures de la Renaissance in Tours. His research focuses

on natural philosophy, medical practice (especially music therapy), and the epistemic role of wonders and occult qualities in early

modern science, with particular reference to the case of tarantism.
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