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Reads William Blake as a natural philosopher and reveals the way that poetry and visual art were for Blake an

imaginative way of philosophizing

William Blake as Natural Philosopher, 1788-1795 takes seriously William Blake’s wish to be read as a natural philosopher,

particularly in his early illuminated works, and reveals the way that poetry and visual art were for Blake an imaginative way of

philosophizing. 

Key selling points

Foregrounds Blake’s evolving philosophical positions as foundational to his early work

Argues that by philosophizing via poetry and image, Blake occupies a unique position in a long tradition of philosopher-poets

Presents an intellectual history that connects the pantheistic and other vitalist ideas referenced in the work of Blake and his

contemporaries to Early Modern, Classical, and Neoplatonic sources

Considers Blake’s deep engagement with multiple long-eighteenth-century natural-philosophic discourses from the perspective of

contemporary ecocritical frameworks, such as Green Romanticism, which considers how Romantic poets explored the

relationship between humans and nonhumans
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