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Defends the vital role of theory in the humanities, exposing antitheory’s risks and warning against its threats to

critical thinking and education.

By eliminating theory from the academy, the valiant warriors of antitheory believe that they are saving it from appreciative peril. This

Is Not the End of Theory presents a host of arguments against this claim. It demonstrates that the elimination of theory from the

academy has quite the opposite effect. Namely, it foreshadows the death of the academy.

This is not the end of theory because our ability to think, interpret, and judge critically depends on it—and a world without theory is

one where critical thinking, interpretation, and judgment will soon vanish in the darkness. This Is Not the End of Theory is a warning

to all who value critical theory, humanities, and pedagogy to be wary of new directions in antitheory regardless of their source—and

to do everything they can to avoid them taking root.

Key selling points

Offers an energetic, spirited, and committed defense of theory and its role in the humanities. 

Takes a stylishly diverse approach, examining the topic from multiple critical perspectives. 

Presents a clear, engaging, and persuasive writing style. 

Author is a well-known and respected voice on theory and the humanities today

About the Author(s) / Editor(s)

Jeffrey R. Di Leo is Professor of English and Philosophy at Texas A&M University–Victoria. He is the founder and editor of

symplokē, editor-in-chief of American Book Review, and Executive Director of the Society for Critical Exchange and its Winter

Theory Institute.
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