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Description
Mad Tales from the Raj provides a comprehensive and authoritative assessment of British colonial
psychiatry during the East India Company’s rule in India.

‘Much is packed into this wide-ranging book... A welcome addition to the growing corpus of writing on the
encounter between western medicine and indigenous societies.’
—Social History of Medicine

Mad Tales from the Raj: Colonial Psychiatry in South Asia, 1800-58 is an authoritative assessment of
western psychiatry within the context of British colonialism. This updated version provides a comprehensive study
of official attitudes and practices in relation to both Indian and European patients during the dominance of the
British East India Company. It includes a fully revised introduction that locates the work in relation to recent
scholarly discourse in the field of history of colonial medicine. Based on government proceedings, medical case
reports, contemporary publications, diaries and literary material, Mad Tales from the Raj provides a highly
readable and illuminating account of contemporary psychiatric treatment and colonial policies. It is fascinating
reading not only to students of colonial history, medical sociology and related disciplines, but to all those with a
general interest in life in the colonies.

Readership: Students of colonial history, medical sociology and related disciplines; all those with a general
interest in British life in the colonies.

Contents

List of lllustrations; Preface; Chapter 1: Colonizing the Mind Introduction: Ex Oriente Lux - the Light of the Orient;
Chapter 2: Madness and the Politics of Colonial Rule; Chapter 3: The Institutions; Chapter 4: The Medical
Profession; Chapter 5: The Patients; Chapter 6: Medical Theory and Practice; Chapter 7: ‘Mad Dogs and
Englismen...’; Primary Sources; Notes; Index

About the Author

Waltraud Ernst is Professor in the History of Medicine at Oxford Brookes University. She has written widely on
various aspects of the history of colonial psychiatry. Her recent publications include India’s Princely States (ed.
with B. Pati), The Normal and the Abnormal (ed.) and Plural Medicine, Tradition and Modernity (ed.).

Ordering in the UK/Rest of the World Ordering in North America
Marston Book Services Books International

P.O. Box 269 P.O. Box 605

Abingdon, Oxfordshire Herndon, VA 20172-0605
0X14 4YN, United Kingdom United States

Tel: +44 (0)1235 465577 Tel: +1 703 661 1570

Fax: +44 (0)1235 465556 Fax: +1 703 661 1501
direct.orders@marston.co.uk bimail@presswarehouse.com

trade.orders@marston.co.uk

75-76 Blackfriars Road | London SE1 8HA | United Kingdom | Tel: +44 (0)20 7401 4200 | Fax: +44 (0)20 7401 4201
244 Madison Ave. #116 | New York | NY 10016 | United States | Tel: +1 646 736 7908 | Fax: +1 646 839 2934
info@wpcpress.com | sales@wpcpress.com | publicity@wpcpress.com
www.anthempress.com



